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policy, a position that was certain to be called in
question as soon as the authorities at home wrere
able to give serious attention to it.

This opportunity did not arrive until, in 1674,
the plantations council was dismissed, and colonial
business was handed over to the Privy Council
and placed in the hands of a standing committee
of that body known as the Lords of Trade. This
committee, which was more dignified and authori-
tative than had been the old council, at once
assumed a firmer tone toward the colonies. It
caused a proclamation to be issued announcing
the royal determination to enforce the acts of
trade, and it made the King's will known in Amer-
ica by means of new instructions to the royal
governors there. It stated clearly the purpose
of the Government to bring the colonies into a
position of greater dependence on the Crown in the
interest of the trade and revenues of the kingdom,
and it showed no inclination to grant Massachu-
setts, with all the charges and complaints against
her, preferential treatment. At the same time it
was not disposed to pay much attention to religious
differences, minor misdemeanors, and neighbor-
hood quarrels, if only the colony would con-
form to British policy in all that concerned the